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Quick City Facts

New Orleans, Louisiana

The failure of the levee system during Hurricane Katrina caused extensive flooding in New Orleans and
surrounding parishes and resulted in extensive water damage to nearly 80% of all structures in Orleans
Parish.

Even though Hurricane Katrina hit almost two years ago, the people's lives have far from returned to
normal.

Almost 50% of the families that lost their homes, either did not have flood insurance or did not have
adequate flood insurance, making it almost impossible for them to rebuild.  It was estimated that, even in
2008, the city's population will only be little more than half what it was before the storm hit.

Despite the diminished population of New Orleans, it’s violent crime rate remains high. Its
homicide and violent crime rate has consistently ranked in the top five of large cities in the country
since the 1980s along with Detroit, Miami, Washington DC, and Atlanta.  For the second time in
it’s history, New Orleans had the highest homicide rate in America last year


